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AMENDMENTS TO THE SPECIFICATION 

Please replace the abstract, with the following rewritten abstract: 

To ach ie ve an i mprov e d support for i ntroduct i on of sorvor poo l s in pack e t 
networks and further to achieve transparency for app li cat i ons, tho prosont i nvont i on 
prov i des a communication apparatus runn i ng a protoco l stack imp l om e ntation for 
int o rworking b o two o n a signa li ng sourc e node and a s i gnal i ng target node. Th o 
commun i cation apparatus compr i s e s a first protocol i mplomentat i on un i t (SCTP) 
adaptod to run a signa li ng contro l lay e r on top of a pack o t transf e r network ( I P) for 
e xchange of s i gna li ng m e ssag e s via at le ast ono signa li ng associat i on. Furth e r, tho 
commun i cat i on apparatus comprisos a s e cond protoco l imp l ementat i on un i t (SUA, 
M3UA) adapt o d to run a us e r adaptat i on l ay e r on top of th o s i gnaling contro l l ay o r 
(SCTP) for support of s i gna l ing conn e ction control servic e s (RANAP) us o d by th o 
s i g n a l ing sourc e nod e , A name mapp i ng unit i s adaptod to r o ce i v e a signa l ing targ e t 
node name from tho signal i ng source nodo and to map the s i gna l ing targ e t node nam o 
i nto a peer s i gna li ng associat i on. 

A communication apparatus running a protocol stack implementation for 
interworkinq between a signaling source node and a signaling target node provides 
improved support for introducing server pools in packet networks and for achieving 
transparency for applications. A first protocol implementation unit (SCTP) runs a 
signaling control layer on top of a packet transfer network (IP) for exchanging signaling 
messages via one or more signaling associations. A second protocol implementation 
unit (SUA, M3UA) runs a user adaptation layer on top of the signaling control layer 
(SCTP) for supporting signaling connection control services (RANAP) used bv the 
signaling source node. A name mapping unit receives a signaling target node name 
from the signaling source node and maps the name into a peer signaling association. 
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